Obituary
Prof. Dr. med. Dr. h. c. Fritz R. Bühler

It is with great sorrow that PharmaTrain, IFAPP and SwAPP have to inform about the demise of
Prof. Dr. med. Dr. h.c. Fritz R. Bühler, Professor of Pharmaceutical Medicine.
He passed away on 05 April 2017 at the age of 77 years.
Fritz Bühler studied medicine in Basel, Switzerland, and was educated in Internal Medicine and
Cardiology. In the 1970s he was Assistant Professor at Columbia University and at New York Hospital
working with Professor John H. Laragh. Later in his career he was Visiting Professor in Cardiology at
Harvard Medical School.
After his return to the University of Basel Fritz Bühler ensured that the University of Basel became a main
focal point of Clinical Hypertension and Hypertension Research. In 1983 he became Professor of Internal
Medicine and Cardiology and in 1989 he was elected Director of the Research Department and received a
full professorship in Pathophysiology. His research achievements in the field of cardiology were much
acclaimed.
In 1991 Fritz Bühler became Head of Worldwide Clinical Research and Development at Hoffmann-La
Roche where he stayed until 1996.
In 1991, during his tenure at Hoffmann-La Roche Fritz Bühler initiated the European Center for
Pharmaceutical Medicine (ECPM) and made it a training platform for the development of medicines of
high renown. The ECPM training course encompasses all aspects of drug development ranging from the
discovery of molecules via the clinical phase to the post-marketing phase and the use of medicines in
patients and also covers legal and patent issues, the regulatory requirements and pharmacovigilance.
Fritz Bühler was highly committed to both academic teaching and research and very dedicated to interuniversity collaboration in accordance with the Bologna system. During his involvement with the Innovative
Medicines Initiative (IMI), a public private partnership between the EU Commission and EFPIA, he chaired
and advanced PharmaTrain, the educational project aiming to establish and harmonize basic and
advanced post-graduate training modules to teach experts in the pharmaceutical industry but also in
academia, regulatory agencies and other institutes in the development of novel, high-quality drugs and
therapies. He actively supported the extension of pharmaceutical medicine education to the Central
European Countries of the European Union. Many Master and Diploma programmes in pharmaceutical
medicine were thus advanced and harmonised across Europe at multiple universities. He also was elected
as first President of the newly developed PharmaTrain Federation, the global not-for-profit organisation of
course providers and interested individuals accrediting training courses that fulfill the PharmaTrain quality
standards and content.

Fritz Bühler was one of the founding fathers of the Swiss Association of Pharmaceutical Professionals
(SwAPP) and the Swiss Society of Pharmaceutical Medicine (SGPM) and greatly supported the Swiss
physicians’ specialisation in Pharmaceutical Medicine (FMH acknowledged). He was a regular speaker at
their annual symposium and became President of IFAPP’s International Conference in Pharmaceutical
Medicine (ICPM) in Geneva in 2004.
Fritz was a visionary in devising professional standards in pharmaceutical medicine and medicines
development. He envisioned and stimulated the development of professional competencies to guide
educational programmes, job profiles and job portfolios. He inspired the development of a global
statement of competence in our profession.
His commitment to the training and promoting of young people was highly commendable. Via his excellent
global network Fritz Bühler inspired the creation of educational programmes in the USA and China. We
will greatly miss Fritz Bühler’s exceptional talent to bring together people and knowledge, as much as his
untiring endeavor to explore new horizons.
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